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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0153 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINS PINT ET CU 

SUBJECT: CUBAN DELEGATION IN ASMARA 

1 . A MIXED MILITARY/CIVILIAN DELEGATION OF CUBAN OFFICIALS ARRIVED 
IN ASMARA JUST AFTER NOON ON FEB 23, AND BEGAN A VERY HIGH 
PROFILE VISIT. IN CONTRAST TO PREVIOUS ALLEGED VISITS BY COMMUNIST 
AND BLOC OFFICIALS TO ASMARA WHICH, BECAUSE OF EXTREME SECRECY, 
COULD NEVER BE CONFIRMED, THE CUBAN DELEGATION WAS HOSTED WITH 
CONSIDERABLE FANFARE. 

2. THEY ARRIVED FROM ADDIS ON A SPECIAL EAF FLIGHT AND WERE 
ESCORTED BY MOTORCYCLE POLICE, MACHINEGUN JEEPS AND TRUCKLOADS OF 
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SOLDIERS, FORCING MOTORISTS OFF THE ROAD ALONG THE ROUTE. 

AFTER LUNCH AT THE PALACE HOSTED BY CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR COL. FIKRU, 
THEY MADE A TOUR OF THE CITY AND THE MAJOR MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 
THAT EVENING THEY WERE THE GUESTS OF HONOR AT A LARGE DINNER 
ATTENDED ONLY BY EPMG MILITARY OFFICIALS. 

3. ON FEB 24, THE LEADER OF THE DELEGATION, IDENTIFIED AS A CUBAN 
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GENERAL, ADDRESSED A LARGE GATHERING OF EPMG TROOPS AT SECOND DIV- 
ISION HQ. HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE GIVEN HIS SUPPORT TO THE DIRG 
IN THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST "REACTIONARIES" AND TO HAVE HARSHLY 
DENOUNCED PRESIDENT NUMEIRI. MOST CURIOUS WAS A REPORT THAT HE 
ADMITTED THAT THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT HAD ONCE SUPPORTED THE ERITREAN 
CAUSE WITH ARMS, BUT THAT THEY HAD NOW SEEN THE ERROR OF THEIR WAYS 
AND WOULD PROVIDE EVEN GREATER SUPPORT TO THE EPMG. 

4. LOCAL EPMG OFFICIALS ATTEMPTED TO ARRANGE A TOUR OF THE LOCAL 
INDUSTRIES ONLY TO BE TOLD BY THE FACTORY MANAGERS THAT THE PLANTS 
WERE CLOSED AND THAT THE WORKERS WERE ON LEAVE. RATHER THAN DISPLAY 
A SERIES OF VACANT FACTORIES, THE TOUR WAS CANCELLED. THE FAIL- 
URE OF THIS UNDERTAKING APPEARS TO INDICATE THAT LOCAL OFFICIALS 
WERE INFORMED OF THE VISIT ONLY AT THE LAST POSSIBLE MOMENT. 

5. THE DELEGATION, WHICH WAS SEEN BY A NUMBER OF RELIABLE SOURCES, 
CONSISTED OF THE GENERAL, ANOTHER SENIOR OFFICER AND THREE CIV- 
ILIANS, INCLUDING A WOMAN. OTHER, MORE JUNIOR OFFICERS, WERE 

SAID ALSO TO HAVE ACCOMPANIED THE DELEGATION TO ASMARA. THEY ARE 
EXPECTED TO DEPART ASMARA ON THE AFTERNOON OF FEB 24 AND RETURN 
TO ADDIS. 

6. AS AN ADJUNCT TO THIS VISIT, THERE ARE UNCONFIRMED REPORTS THAT 
VICE CHAIRMAN ATNAFU ACCOMPANIED THE CUBANS TO ASMARA, AND THEN 
DEPARTED FOR HIS ANNOUNCED VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA. ONE SUSPECTS THAT 
THIS REPORT ORIGINATED FROM THE OBVIOUS FANFARE ATTENDING THE CUBAN 
VISIT COMBINED WITH THE MEDIA ANNOUNCEMENT OF ATNAFU'S IMMINENT 
VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA. 
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7. COMMENT: IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE VISIT WAS PRIMARILY AIMED AT 
BOOSTING THE MORALE OF DISENCHANTED EPMG TROOPS IN ERITREA BY 
IMPORTING A SENIOR FOREIGN DIGNITARY FROM A "FRIENDLY" REGIME 

TO REAFFIRM SOLIDARITY WITH THE EPMG. 

WAUCHOPE 
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